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(57) ABSTRACT

A stop/start vehicle includes an engine and a stop/start system
that selectively prevents an auto stop or auto start of the
engine in response to a detected vehicle proximity and direc-
tion of travel relative to an emergency vehicle. The stop/start
system may be programmed to prevent an auto stop of the
engine in response to a detected proximity to an emergency
vehicle where the emergency vehicle is traveling in the same
direction as the stop/start vehicle, or in response to a detected
proximity to an emergency vehicle where the stop/start
vehicle is located within an intersection. The stop start system
may also be programmed to prevent an auto start of the engine
in response to the engine being stopped, and further in
response to a detected proximity to an emergency vehicle
where the emergency vehicle is traveling in cross traffic rela-
tive to the stop/start vehicle.

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
VEHICLE AUTO-STOP CONTROL IN THE
VICINITY OF AN EMERGENCY VEHICLE

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to stop/start vehicles and control-
ling stop/start activities while the stop/start vehicle is proxi-
mate an emergency vehicle.

BACKGROUND

Stop/start vehicles may be equipped with an engine auto-
stop feature. This feature shuts down the engine during cer-
tain periods of vehicle operation in order to conserve fuel. For
example, the auto-stop feature may be engaged when the
vehicle is stopped rather than permitting the engine to idle.
The engine may be restarted when the driver releases the
brake or actuates the accelerator.

SUMMARY

A method for controlling a stop/start vehicle includes
selectively preventing an auto stop or auto start of the engine
in response to a detected vehicle location, vehicle proximity
to an emergency vehicle, and direction of travel relative to an
emergency vehicle. The method may include preventing an
auto stop of the engine when the emergency vehicle is trav-
eling in the same direction as the stop/start vehicle and the
stop/start vehicle is in the path of the emergency vehicle. The
method may include preventing an auto stop in response to a
detected vehicle location within an intersection when the
emergency vehicle is proximate. The method may include
overriding a commanded auto stop inhibition in response to a
detected proximity to an emergency vehicle in which the
emergency vehicle is traveling in cross traffic relative to the
stop/start vehicle. Detecting the vehicle proximity to an emer-
gency vehicle may comprise optically detecting a flashing
light indicative of an emergency vehicle. In an alternative
embodiment, detecting the vehicle proximity to an emer-
gency vehicle may comprise detecting a traffic light status,
where the traffic light broadcasts a traffic light status includ-
ing the activation of a traffic light preemption signal.

A stop/start vehicle includes an engine and a stop/start
system programmed to selectively prevent an auto stop or
auto start of the engine in response to a detected vehicle
proximity relative to an emergency vehicle and direction of
travel relative to an emergency vehicle. The stop/start system
may be programmed to prevent an auto stop of the engine
when the direction of travel relative to the emergency vehicle
is such that the emergency vehicle is traveling in a same
direction as the stop/start vehicle and the stop/start vehicle is
in the path of the emergency vehicle. The stop/start system
may also be programmed to prevent an auto stop in response
to a detected vehicle location in an intersection when the
emergency vehicle is proximate. The stop start system may
also be programmed to override a commanded inhibition of
the auto stop function in response to a detected proximity to
an emergency vehicle in which the emergency vehicle is
traveling in cross traffic relative to the stop/start vehicle.
Detecting the vehicle proximity to an emergency vehicle may
comprise optically detecting a flashing light indicative of an
emergency vehicle. In an alternative embodiment, detecting
the vehicle proximity to an emergency vehicle comprises
detecting a traffic light status, where the traffic light broad-
casts a traffic light status including the activation of a traffic
light preemption signal.
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A stop/start vehicle includes an engine and a stop/start
system programmed to prevent an auto stop of the engine in
response to a detected vehicle proximity relative to an emer-
gency vehicle and direction of travel relative to the emergency
vehicle, in which the emergency vehicle is traveling in a same
direction as the stop/start vehicle and the stop/start vehicle is
in the path of the emergency vehicle. The stop/start system
may also be programmed to detect the vehicle proximity to
the emergency vehicle based on a signal indicative of a flash-
ing light of the emergency vehicle. The stop/start system may
additionally be programmed to detect the vehicle proximity
to the emergency vehicle based on a signal indicative of a
traffic light preemption broadcast.

Embodiments according to the present disclosure provide a
number of advantages. For example, the present disclosure
provides a stop/start vehicle having control logic to prevent an
engine auto stop and enable a driver to pull aside and make
way for an emergency vehicle. As another example, the
present disclosure provides a stop/start vehicle having control
logic to prevent an auto start until an emergency vehicle has
passed in cross traffic, preventing unnecessary engine starts.

The above advantages and other advantages and features of
the present disclosure will be readily apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description of the preferred embodiments
when taken in connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plot illustrating engine status during an auto-
stop.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a stop/start vehicle.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an algorithm for control-
ling a start/stop vehicle.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure are described
herein. It is to be understood, however, that the disclosed
embodiments are merely examples and other embodiments
can take various and alternative forms. The figures are not
necessarily to scale; some features could be exaggerated or
minimized to show details of particular components. There-
fore, specific structural and functional details disclosed
herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a
representative basis for teaching one skilled in the art to
variously employ the present invention. As those of ordinary
skill in the art will understand, various features illustrated and
described with reference to any one of the figures can be
combined with features illustrated in one or more other fig-
ures to produce embodiments that are not explicitly illus-
trated or described. The combinations of features illustrated
provide representative embodiments for typical applications.
Various combinations and modifications of the features con-
sistent with the teachings of this disclosure, however, could
be desired for particular applications or implementations.

Stop/start vehicles are powered by conventional internal
combustion engines and equipped with a stop/start system
controlling auto-stop and auto-start functions. The stop/start
system may auto-stop the engine when the vehicle is stopped
and the engine is not required for propulsion or other pur-
poses. At a later time, the stop/start system may auto-start the
engine when required for propulsion or other purposes. By
disabling the engine when possible, overall fuel consumption
is reduced. Unlike true hybrid vehicles, stop/start vehicles are
not capable of pure electric propulsion. Furthermore unlike
true hybrid vehicles, stop/start vehicles are not equipped with
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a traction battery. Rather they merely include a conventional
starting, lighting, and ignition (SLI) battery.

Controllers may initiate an auto-stop or auto-start of the
engine. As the vehicle comes to a stop, for example, the
controllers may issue a command to begin the process to stop
the engine, thus preventing the alternator or integrated starter
generator from providing electric current to the electrical
loads. The battery may provide electric current to the electri-
cal loads while the engine is stopped. As the brake pedal is
disengaged (and/or the accelerator pedal is engaged) after an
engine auto-stop, the controllers may issue a command to
begin the process to start the engine, thus enabling the alter-
nator or integrated starter generator to provide electric current
to the electrical loads.

With reference to FIG. 1, an engine stop/start sequence
may include several stages: “auto-stop begin,” which marks
the beginning of the engine auto-stop; “preparing for engine
auto-stop,” which is the time period during which vehicle
systems as well as the engine are prepared for the impending
engine stop (if an auto stop inhibit condition is detected
during this stage, the preparation for the impending engine
stop is discontinued and the vehicle systems and engine are
returned to their normal operating modes); “fuel shutoff,”
which marks the point at which fuel flow to the engine is
stopped; “engine stopping,” which is the time period during
which the engine speed is reduced to 0; “below fuel restart,”
which marks the point after which if a restart is requested to
inhibit the auto stop during the “engine stopping” stage, the
starter may need to be engaged to crank the engine (if a restart
is requested before “below fuel restart” and during the
“engine stopping” stage, the engine may be restarted to
inhibit the auto stop by turning the flow of fuel back on);
“engine speed=0,” which marks the point at which the engine
speed is near or equal to 0; “engine auto-stopped,” which is
the time period during which the engine is off; “starter
engage,” which marks the point at which the starter starts to
crank the engine in an effort to start the engine (in response to
detecting an engine auto-start condition); “starter cranking
engine,” which is the time period during which the engine is
unable to crank under its own power; “starter disengage,”
which marks the point at which the engine is able to crank
under its own power; “engine speed increasing,” which is the
time period during which the speed of the engine increases to
its running speed; and, “auto-start end,” which marks the
point at which the speed of the engine achieves its running
speed (a speed at or above target idle speed).

In stop/start vehicles, the stop/start system may automati-
cally shut down the engine in order to save fuel, and at a later
time automatically restart the engine. However, in certain
situations it is undesirable for the engine to automatically stop
or automatically start according to the base logic. For
example, when an emergency vehicle approaches the stop/
start vehicle traveling in the same direction (i.e. approaching
from behind or the front), an engine auto stop may delay a
driver’s ability to pull aside out of the emergency vehicle’s
path. Similarly, if an emergency vehicle approaches the stop/
start vehicle while the stop/start vehicle is located in an inter-
section, an engine auto stop may delay the driver’s ability to
pull aside or otherwise move out of the intersection. As yet
another example, if the engine in a stop/start vehicle has been
auto stopped and an emergency vehicle approaches the stop/
start vehicle from the side, as may occur when the stop/start
vehicle is stopped at an intersection and the emergency
vehicle approaches the intersection in cross traffic, then an
engine auto start is unnecessary as the driver will desire to
wait until the emergency vehicle has passed through the inter-
section before resuming travel.
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Certain systems and methods disclosed herein may provide
an improved stop/start control configuration for an engine
having auto-stop functionality. A controller may utilize inputs
from a variety of sensors to determine whether and from
which direction an emergency vehicle is approaching. If a
determination is made that an emergency vehicle is approach-
ing and traveling in the same direction as the stop/start
vehicle, then the controller may prevent the engine from
automatically shutting down. If a determination is made that
an emergency vehicle is approaching and the stop/start
vehicle is located within an intersection, then the controller
may prevent the engine from automatically shutting down. If
a determination is made that an emergency vehicle is
approaching and traveling in cross traffic relative to the stop/
start vehicle, then the controller may prevent the engine from
automatically restarting.

With reference to FIG. 2, a schematic representation of a
vehicle 100 having auto-stop functionality is shown. The
vehicle 100 includes an engine 102, an SLI battery 104, a
navigation system 106, a speed sensor 108, an accelerator
pedal 110, and a brake pedal 112. The vehicle further includes
a stop/start system 114 including at least one controller 116,
an optical camera 118, and a communications system 120.
The engine 102, SLI battery 104, navigation system 106,
speed sensor 108, accelerator pedal 110, brake pedal 112,
optical camera 118, and communications system 120 are all
in communication with or under the control of the stop/start
system 114, as indicated by thin solid line. In one configura-
tion, the navigation system 106 may be an in-vehicle GPS or
aGPS system. aGPS, or Assisted GPS, modules utilize cellu-
lar communications data to improve the time to fix a location.
In another configuration, the navigation system 106 may
comprise a location-enabled mobile device such as a cellular
phone or standalone GPS unit. Other configurations are, of
course, also possible.

The at least one controller 116 may issue auto-stop com-
mands and auto-start commands to the engine 102 during
vehicle operation. The stop/start system 114, for example,
comprises a base auto-stop/start logic that issues auto-stop
commands and auto-start commands—to achieve, among
other things, stages similar to that described with reference to
FIG. 1—based on signals from at least the speed sensor 108,
accelerator pedal 110, and brake pedal 112. In short, the
engine 102 will be shut down in response to an auto-stop
command and will be restarted in response to an auto-start
command.

In one embodiment described with reference to FIGS. 2
and 3, a proximity to an emergency vehicle is detected, as
illustrated in block 200. As an example, this detection may be
performed by optical recognition, as illustrated in block 202.
Controller 116 may receive input from optical camera 118
indicative of a flashing light such as is used to indicate emer-
gency vehicles. This flashing light may be a light attached to
an emergency vehicle, a light on a stoplight that flashes when
an emergency vehicle approaches the intersection, or other
light as appropriate. As another example, a traffic light status
may be detected, as indicated in block 204. Traffic light status
may be detected in situations where the traffic light is
equipped to broadcast the traffic light status and the emer-
gency vehicle has “captured” the traffic light. Controller 116
may receive input from communications system 120 indica-
tive of the traffic light status. A determination is then made of
whether the vehicle is located in an intersection, as illustrated
in operation 206. This determination may be made based on
GPS data, as illustrated in block 208. Controller 116 may
receive input from navigation system 106 indicative of the
stop/start vehicle’s location in an intersection. If a determi-
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nation is made that the stop/start vehicle is located in an
intersection, then the engine auto stop function is disabled, as
illustrated in block 210. The stop/start vehicle’s engine will
not be auto stopped, enabling the vehicle to pull through the
intersection and not block the emergency vehicle. If the stop/
start vehicle is not located in an intersection, then a determi-
nation is made of whether the stop/start vehicle is traveling in
the same direction as, and in the path of, the emergency
vehicle, as illustrated in operation 212. This determination
may be made in response to various inputs including optical
recognition and detection of traffic light status, as described
above with respect to block 200. If a determination is made
that the stop/start vehicle is traveling in the same direction as
the emergency vehicle and in the path of the emergency
vehicle, then the engine auto stop function is disabled until
the emergency vehicle has passed, as illustrated at block 214.
If a determination is made that the stop/start vehicle is not
traveling in the same direction as the emergency vehicle, i.e.
is in cross-traffic relative to the emergency vehicle, then a
determination is made of whether the auto stop function is
being inhibited in preparation for a vehicle launch, as illus-
trated at operation 216. This may occur, for example, if the
stop/start vehicle is in a turning lane. In such a situation, the
auto stop function may be inhibited to enable a rapid vehicle
launch. If a determination is made that the auto stop function
is not inhibited for a vehicle launch, then the base auto-stop
logic is left unmodified, as illustrated at block 218. If the auto
stop function is inhibited for other reasons, such as to main-
tain a battery state of charge, that inhibition is left unmodified.
If a determination is made that the auto stop function is
inhibited for a vehicle launch, then the auto-start function is
prevented until the emergency vehicle has passed, as illus-
trated at block 220.

The following example is provided for illustrative pur-
poses. A vehicle having a stop/start system according to the
present disclosure drives down the road and is approached
from behind by an emergency vehicle. In such situations,
traffic frequently slows as vehicles begin to pull to the side of
the road to make way for the emergency vehicle, in response
to which the base stop/start logic may generally command an
auto stop. The stop/start vehicle optically detects the proxi-
mate emergency vehicle, determines that the vehicle is not in
an intersection, determines that the stop/start vehicle is trav-
eling in the same direction as, and in the path of, the emer-
gency vehicle, and disables the engine auto stop function. In
this example, the engine may thus continue running so that
the driver may pull off to the side of the road to make way for
the emergency vehicle.

In another example, a vehicle having a stop/start system
according to the present disclosure is stopped in a turn lane at
a traffic light. The stop/start system inhibits the auto-stop
function in preparation for a quick launch when a break in
traffic appears. An emergency vehicle approaches the inter-
section in cross traffic and “captures” the traffic light. The
stop/start vehicle detects the proximate emergency vehicle in
response to a signal broadcast by the traffic light, determines
that the vehicle is not located in an intersection, determines
that the stop/start vehicle is not traveling in the same direction
as the emergency vehicle, determines that the auto stop func-
tion is inhibited, and overrides the inhibition of the auto stop
function. In this example, the engine may thus be auto
stopped until the emergency vehicle has passed and
“released” the traffic light, avoiding unnecessary engine run-
ning time.

The processes, methods, or algorithms disclosed herein
can be deliverable to/implemented by a processing device,
controller, or computer, which can include any existing pro-
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6

grammable electronic control unit or dedicated electronic
control unit. Similarly, the processes, methods, or algorithms
can be stored as data and instructions executable by a con-
troller or computer in many forms including, but not limited
to, information permanently stored on non-writable storage
media such as ROM devices and information alterably stored
on writeable storage media such as floppy disks, magnetic
data tape storage, optical data tape storage, CDs, RAM
devices, and other magnetic and optical media. The pro-
cesses, methods, or algorithms can also be implemented in a
software executable object. Alternatively, the processes,
methods, or algorithms can be embodied in whole or in part
using suitable hardware components, such as Application
Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Field-Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), state machines, controllers, or any
other hardware components or devices, or a combination of
hardware, software and firmware components.

As previously described, the features of various embodi-
ments can be combined to form further embodiments of the
invention that may not be explicitly described or illustrated.
While various embodiments could have been described as
providing advantages or being preferred over other embodi-
ments or prior art implementations with respect to one or
more desired characteristics, those of ordinary skill in the art
recognize that one or more features or characteristics can be
compromised to achieve desired overall system attributes,
which depend on the specific application and implementa-
tion. These attributes can include, but are not limited to cost,
strength, durability, life cycle cost, marketability, appearance,
packaging, size, serviceability, weight, manufacturability,
ease ofassembly, etc. As such, embodiments described as less
desirable than other embodiments or prior art implementa-
tions with respect to one or more characteristics are not out-
side the scope of the disclosure and can be desirable for
particular applications.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling a stop/start vehicle comprising:

selectively preventing an auto stop of an engine in response

to a detected stop/start vehicle location, stop/start
vehicle proximity to a target vehicle having a flashing
light, and direction of travel relative to the target vehicle
such that the target vehicle is traveling in a same direc-
tion as the stop/start vehicle and the stop/start vehicle is
in the path of the target vehicle.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising detecting the
stop/start vehicle proximity to the target vehicle, wherein the
detecting comprises optically detecting a flashing light of the
target vehicle.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising detecting the
stop/start vehicle proximity to the target vehicle, wherein the
detecting comprises detecting a traffic light preemption
broadcast.

4. A stop/start vehicle comprising:

an engine; and

a stop/start system programmed to selectively prevent an

auto stop of the engine in response to a detected stop/
start vehicle proximity relative to a target vehicle having
a flashing light, a detected stop/start vehicle location in
an intersection when the target vehicle is proximate, and
direction of travel relative to the target vehicle.

5. The stop/start vehicle of claim 4, wherein the stop/start
system is further programmed to override a commanded inhi-
bition of the engine auto stop in response to a detected prox-
imity to a second target vehicle having a flashing light in
which the second target vehicle is traveling in cross traffic
relative to the stop/start vehicle.
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6. The stop/start vehicle of claim 4, wherein the stop/start
system is further programmed to detect the stop/start vehicle
proximity to the target vehicle based on a signal indicative of
the flashing light of the target vehicle.

7. The stop/start vehicle of claim 4, wherein the stop/start 5
system is further programmed to detect the stop/start vehicle
proximity to the target vehicle based on a signal indicative of
a traffic light preemption broadcast.

8. A stop/start vehicle comprising:

an engine; and 10

a stop/start system programmed to prevent an auto stop of

the engine in response to a detected stop/start vehicle
proximity relative to a target vehicle having a flashing
light and a detected direction of travel relative to the
target vehicle in which the target vehicle is travelingina 15
same direction as the stop/start vehicle and the stop/start
vehicle is in the path of the target vehicle.

9. The stop/start vehicle of claim 8, wherein the stop/start
system is further programmed to detect the stop/start vehicle
proximity to the target vehicle based on a signal indicative of 20
a traffic light preemption broadcast.
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